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Everyone is  
welcome! 

In the early morning hours of October 20th, 
Kaitlin Hannon and I landed in Memphis, 
Tennessee, looking forward to the next couple 
of days of the 2011 National ASCE 
Conference. After attending the first couple of 
introductory sessions, we were joined by Jinny 
Huang and Jane Tran and we were able to get 
settled in our rooms. 

 
Over the course of the three days we spent 
there, I was exposed to so many issues and 
topics surrounding the civil engineering field 
that I didn’t even know existed; the overlying 
theme of sustainability lent itself to truly 
innovative ideas and presentations that 
expanded my knowledge of the current 
problems and possible solutions regarding the 
state of our nation’s infrastructure.  
 
While we were all business at the various 
sessions we attended, we also had a lot of fun, 
and the LA YMF members made me feel so 
welcome and not at all like a tag-a-long 
student. Jinny and Kaitlin were the best 
roommates, and Jane showed me that being a 
structural engineer is actually possible! Serge 
Haddad was so eloquently outspoken, 
Francisco Aragon so kind, George  Huang so 
brave, and Marlon Calderon will protect 
anyone, even in his sleep. I also enjoyed 
meeting Peter Jonna, a fellow Bruin, now 
located on the East Coast and recipient of the 
Daniel Mead award. The LA YMF members, as 
well as the other ASCE members I met while in 
Memphis, were all so inspirational and made 
me proud to be a part of ASCE.  

 
We all had a blast visiting Graceland, seeing 
Elvis’ private jets and car collection, enjoying 
some famous Memphis-style ribs, and even 
just having a movie night in our hotel room. I 
couldn’t have asked for a better experience and 
am so thankful to the LA YMF for bringing me 
with them! 

LA Sec�on Student Winner’s Experience at the  
2011 ASCE Na�onal Conference 

Memphis, TN 
   By: CHARLOTTE INSULL, UCLA Civil Engineering Student  

E d i t o r :   
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“2011 ASCE Na�onal Conference offered mentorship.” 

“ASCE  Members posing in front of Elvis’ Private Jet.” 

“Touring the City a�er enduring massive flooding in 2011.” 
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President’s Message 
 
LA YMF is excited to ring in the 2012 year and bring our members new programs and 
events for our ASCE members.  Over the last few months, our Board was busy putting their 
skills to work and organizing great events to end the 2011 year and preparing for the New 
Year.  The first quarter of our 2011-2012 season had a great start with a busy October: 
attending the ASCE National Conference in Memphis, LA Section Installation Luncheon at 
Disneyland Hotel, and MLAB Banquet at the Los Angeles City Hall.  November kicked off 
with an exhilarating YMF Soccer Tournament in Whittier Narrows Park with over 50 YMF 
soccer players from Los Angeles, San Bernardino/Riverside, San Diego, and Orange 
County with LA YMF’s Green Team taking home the trophy!  Our Social and Sports 
Committees have been amazing at bringing engineers together over different activities such 
as rock climbing and monthly Happy Hours, and are working with neighboring YMF groups 
to plan for our annual Mammoth Trip in the end of January.  Our holiday season started 
with volunteering at the Pasadena Union Station Homeless Services on Thanksgiving, in 
addition to a successful Holiday Network Night, and Toy Drive at the Edison in downtown, 
where over 40 members mingled over a holiday Icebreaker game, food, and drinks.  
 
The LA YMF University Outreach Committee has conducted resume workshops helping 
college students refine their resumes and job interview skills; they hosted a student mixer, 
which gathered ASCE student leaders from UCLA, USC, CSULA, CSUN, and LMU to 
discuss and share their successes and obstacles.  Also, our K-12 Outreach Committee has 
been continuing its success in connecting with local schools and building relations with 
other education programs.  As well, outreaching to the community at education fairs and 
presenting at classrooms on the importance of Civil Engineering! 
 
The 2012 Year will be no less eventful as the last.  LA YMF has several local tours such as 
the Pasadena City Hall and the Los Angeles First Street Bridge tours in January, as well as 
our San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge Technical Presentation on Tuesday, January 31st.  
Bring your friends and colleagues to the annual YMF Mammoth Trip on January 27-29th, 
Bowling Night on January 26th, and/or join our Community Service or K-12 Outreach 
committees.  I encourage you to invite your company to our 13th Annual Student Night Job 
Fair on Friday, March 9th in Downtown LA, a fantastic network night for company 
representatives and students alike.  As always, check the LA YMF calendar at www.mlab-
ymf.org and our Facebook page at  www.facebook.com/asce.losangeles.ymf.  Looking 
forward to seeing you at our next event!  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jinny Huang, P.E.  
2011-2012 ASCE LA YMF President  

Board Members  
 
Jinny Huang, PE - President 
MWH  
 
Amber Girard - Past President & 
LA Section YMF Liaison  
CH2MHill  
 
Francisco Aragon, PE  
President Elect 
HNTB/LAUSD 
 
Chen-Minh (George) Huang, PE 
Vice President 
City of L.A. Bureau of Engineering 
 
Joline Muñoz, EIT 
Treasurer 
 
Jane Tran, EIT - Secretary & 
K-12 Outreach Co-Chair 
Hatch Mott MacDonald 
 
Alvin Livingstone, PE 
K-12 Outreach Co-Chair 
AECOM 
 
Kaitlin Hannon, EIT -  
University Outreach 
Kennedy/Jenks Consultants 
 
Katie Hickey, EIT 
PSBC Coordinator 
AECOM 
 
Laura Rockett 
Community Service Co-Chair 
County of L.A. DPW 
 
Paul Choy, PE 
Community Service Co-Chair 
County of L.A. DPW 
 
Heren Molina  
Student Night & Job Fair Chair 
PPC Construction 
 
Darwin Vargas 
PERC Co-Chair 
Caltrans 
 
Thang Le, SE 
PERC Co-Chair 
Englekerk & Sabol 
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Los Angeles YMF 

 
Julian Garcia, PE                      Rocio Duran, EIT               Christopher Hudson, PE 
Sports Co-Chair                 Social Co-Chair     Government Affairs Chair 
County of L.A. DPW                               County of L.A. DPW 

Jose Cruz, EIT               Emi Fujii, EIT         Omar A. Sanchez   
Sports Co-Chair                             Social Co-Chair        Scholarship Coordinator/NL Editor 
Hall & Foremen, Inc.  MWH         Onward Engineering 



President’s Message 
 
Happy New Year!  I hope you all enjoyed the holidays and are ready to jump back 
into some ASCE fun.  We wrapped up 2011 with a variety of events, including 
monthly happy hours, our Annual Wine Tasting Trip to Temecula, a holiday 
community service event, and our end of the year Officer’s Banquet.  Now, we’re 
ready to kick off the New Year with WRYMC in Portland and our Annual Mammoth 
Ski and Snowboard Trip at the end of the month. 
 
OC YMF has also been busy planning for the 2012 Annual Popsicle Stick Bridge 
Competition on February 17th at Cal State Long Beach.  So far we have almost 40 
local high schools signed up and are looking forward to an exciting event.  We are 
also planning on bringing back our technical tour/speaker series with an event in 
March.  We will be continuing our monthly happy hours, community service, and 
social outings, so we hope you’ll come join us! 
 
Make sure to join our mailing list to keep up to date with upcoming OC YMF events 
and we hope to see you soon! 
 
Tricia Maruki, P.E. 
2011- 2012 ASCE OC YMF President 

Board Members  
 
Tricia Maruki, PE  
President 
AECOM 
 
Andrew Pham, PE, LEED AP  
Past President 
City of Irvine 
 
Ravi Shah, PE  
Vice President 
HDR 
 
Patricia de Leon   
Treasurer  
PGA Engineers, Inc. 
 
Gidti Ludesirishoti, EIT  
Secretary 
HDR 
 
Karly Ho 
K-12 Outreach Co-chair/ EWB 
Liaison 
AKM Consulting Engineers 
 
Michelle Ochoa 
Community Outreach Co-Chair 
AECOM 
 
Carla Suryamega  
Community Outreach Co-Chair 
AECOM 
 
Mark Beltran 
P.E. Review Course Chair  
KOA Corporation 
 
Philip Wang, EIT 
Membership Coordinator 
City of Bellflower 
 
Daniel Kim  
Activities Co-Chair 
 
Deborah Alvarado 
Activities Co-Chair 
RBF Consulting  
 
Giancarlo Ganddini 
Student Activities Liaison  
Kunzman Associates, Inc.       
 
Josue Vaglienty, PE 
K-12 Outreach Co-Chair 
RBF Consulting  
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Orange County YMF 

 
Jeannette Lindemann  Jessica Ward   Kimberly Gee    
K-12 Outreach Co-Chair  Programs Co-Chair  Programs Co-Chair  
DDB Engineering, Inc.          AECOM    AECOM         
  
Scarlet Ng    Tori Yokoyama, PE  Nick Polichetti 
PSBC Chair     Fundraising Chair    Webmast er 
BAS/Tetra Tech   RBF Consulting   MTS 



President’s Message 
 
Welcome to the SSJB-YMF! I would like to introduce you to the branch across the hill.  We are just north 
of the Grapevine at the southernmost end of the San Joaquin Valley.  We are planning an exciting year of 
project tours and social events. 
 
Below is just one example of an ongoing project we plan to tour (date TBD): 
 
“The Westside Parkway - a brand new freeway providing faster travel times and shorter commutes in west 
Bakersfield. It will be 4.25 miles long at completion with three full interchanges and four bridges. Currently 
they are grading and will soon begin paving the six lanes. This will be a great opportunity to learn more 
about freeway construction processes and techniques.”  For past events and photos, come check us out!  
 

Visit our website at www.asce-ssjb-ymf.com 

 
Brian Nelson, EIT  
2011-2012 ASCE Southern San Joaquin YMF President 
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Southern San Joaquin YMF 

President’s Message 
 
Happy New Year’s fellow young civil engineers! The Santa Barbara/Ventura YMF ended the year with 
several great events. Our Annual Kick-Off Meeting this year was held on the top floor of the prestigious 
Morgan Stanley Building in Oxnard, CA and brought together over 30 members and potential members. 
First, Officer Pete Silvia helped to carry this momentum forward to two more successful events, including 
a Monday Night Football event in Santa Barbara and our Annual Holiday Night/Toys for Tots Fundraiser in 
Carpinteria.  
 
Our board is looking forward to kicking off 2012 with more great events including a Toastmaster’s Event in 
February, Technical Tours throughout the year, Wine Tasting, and much more. Please contact me if you 
would like more information on these events or would like to be included in our email list. 

 
Ryan Gallagher, P.E. 
2011-12 SB/V YMF President 
E-mail: YMFSantaBarbaraVentura@gmail.com 
 
 

 

Santa Barbara and Ventura County  

Board Members  

Ryan Gallagher, PE 
President 
AECOM 

Adam Hendel, PE 
Past-President 
City of Santa Barbara 

Matt Janousek, PE 
Vice President 
Fugro West, Inc. 

Peter Silvia, PE 
First Officer 
Penfield & Smith 

Eric Maple, PE 
Treasurer 
City of Santa Barbara. 

Morgan Mazlaw 
Secretary 
Rincon Consultants 

Board Members  
 
Brian Nelson, EIT 
President 
AECOM 
 

Taylor Abernathy, EIT 
Past President 
City of Bakersfield 
 

Alkan Bektur, PE 
Vice President 
Kern County Waste  
Management 
 

Karl Schwartz, PE 
Treasurer 
BSK Associates  
Engineers & Laboratories 
 
Pelin Bektur, PE 
Secretary 
Kern County Roads  
Department 



Board Members  
 
Helio Takano, PE 
President 
RCFC & WCD 
 
Robert Vasquez, PE 
Past President 
RCFC & WCD 
 
Julianna Gonzalez   
President Elect 
RCFC & WCD 
 
Mai Son 
Vice President  
RCFC & WCD 
 
Melissa Barbosa, PE 
Treasurer 
City of Azusa 
 
Melissa Cayir 
Activities Chair 
Transtech Engineers 
 
Komy Ghods, PE 
Recruiting Officer 
RCFC & WCD 
 
Nikki Duran Aubrecht 
Practitioner Advisor Cal Poly 
Pomona 
Spiniello Infrastructure Worldwide 
 
Albert Martinez, PE 
Practitioner Advisor Cal Baptist 
RCFC & WCD 
 
Michael Anderson, PE 
Technical Tour Advisor 
PSOMAS 
 
Eva Mariscal 
Newsletter Editor 
Caltrans 
 
Hector Gonzalez, Jr, EIT 
Community  
Service Coordinator 
City of Azusa 
 
Mark Swanson, PE 
K-12 Student Outreach 
Coordinator 
AEI-CASC 
 

San Bernardino and Riverside County YMF 

President’s Message 
 
Hello fellow engineers and welcome to a New Year!  Last quarter has passed us by so fast 
and our board has started to implement the events planned for the year.  We started with 
the PE Booth and Happy Hour Event, the YMF Joint Soccer Tournament, a Cal Poly 
Pomona and Heritage High School Student Outreach Presentations, followed by our local 
ice hockey team event, and finishing off with the Toys for Tots event. 
 
In January, seven members will be attending WRYMC in Portland and we will have our first 
General Meeting/Technical Tour of the year on January 19th about the Riverside Regional 
Water Quality Control Plant.  We hope that all of you can at least attend any of these 
meetings/activities that are being planned for you so that you can get involved and make 
new contacts/friends. 
 
Our other future planned events for the year are: Paintball and Softball with Cal Poly/Cal 
Baptist Universities, AVID/E-Week Presentations, Riverside Renaissance Presentation, and 
much more.  If you would like more information about any of these activities please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 
 
Helio Takano, P.E. 
2011-2012 SB/Riverside YMF President 

ONTARIO REIGN HOCKEY GAME  
By: Melissa Cayir  
 
On Wednesday, November 30, the San Bernardino - Riverside ASCE-YMF came together for the 3rd annual 
hockey game at the Ontario Reign home arena against their rival the Thunder, from Stockton, CA.  The 
group met up for appetizers at Boston’s Restaurant across the street and headed out together to watch this 
exciting game.  There was a great turnout; our chapter filled up about 20 seats in section 118 with front 
views of this nail biting game.  With a tied score of 3 – 3, the teams entered a neck-to-neck overtime, with a 
heartbreaking loss of 3 – 4 with Thunder scoring one point during the penalty shots.  During the remission, 
our chapter got a special shout-out on the scoreboard welcoming the San Bernardino - Riverside ASCE 
YMF Chapter.  Our branch will continue the Ontario Reign Hockey Game tradition next year as it remains to 
be a big hit among the members and a great way to get together just before the holiday season picks up. 
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On Saturday, December 17, members of OC 
YMF ASCE volunteered at the annual Loaves 
and Fishes Soup Kitchen Christmas Event.  
Loaves and Fishes Soup Kitchen provides meals 
for men, women, and children every Saturday at 
Saint Joseph School in Santa Ana.  During this 
year’s Christmas event, the children participated 
in holiday themed arts and crafts activities and 
each child received a present.  OC YMF arranged 
a section for the children to decorate candy cane 
reindeer and color Christmas drawings.  OC YMF 
volunteers included Deborah Alvarado, Tricia 
Maruki, Ed Espinoza, Donald Weber, Trish 
Cabrera, Jeannette Lindemann, Joline Muñoz, 
and Carla Suryamega. 
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YMF Community Outreach  

 
� � C o mp l ime n t a ry  su b -

s c r ip t i on  t o  C i v i l  
E n g i n ee r i n g  m ag a -
z i ne  a nd  AS CE  Ne ws  

 
�� Access to ASCE’s 

Online Research Library 
 
�� Access to The Civil En-

gineering Database 
 
�� Professional Books 

available at a significant 
member discount 

ASCE Membership Information; Join Today! 
 
National Membership Rates (Please verify rates and grades at http://www.asce.org/membership). 
 
Student: Free     Member: $210 annually 
Associate Member: $50 year of baccalaureate Affiliate Member: $210 annually 
degree and first year after, then incremental   Fellow: $245 annually 
increase to $210 over five years   Section (Branch) Dues: $45/year 
 
�� National ASCE Student Membership is FREE! Contact your Student Chapter leaders or Faculty 
        Advisor for additional information. 
 
�� For membership information, go to http://www.ascemlab.org/membership/. 
 

Membership has its Privileges 

OC YMF Volunteers with Loaves and Fishes 
Santa Ana, CA 
By:  Michelle Ochoa 



Thanksgiving Dinner-in-the-Park 
Pasadena, CA 
By: Laura Rockett 
 

 
On Thanksgiving Day, approximately 20 members from the LA YMF headed to 
Pasadena Central Park to volunteer at the Union Station Homeless Service’s 
Annual Dinner-in-the-Park. Working at the Food Preparation station of the event, 
members helped to make dishes ready to serve. Another group of our volunteers 
helped at the Drop-Off station where meals and dishes were being donated that 
morning. As the cars would pull up to drop-off their food, all of the volunteers 
would cheer loudly. The one downside to the morning was that there were too 
many volunteers! The group did their best to work their way into stations to help 
out.  
 
After volunteering, many of the members met up for breakfast at a local 
restaurant to share a meal and a few laughs. Luckily, it was still early enough to 
fit in a meal before heading home for the Thanksgiving feasts that awaited us. 
The whole morning was a lot of fun and even inspired the group to consider 
cooking for the dinner next year as an alternative to volunteering! 
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YMF Community Outreach  



Exploring the Past and Future of  the Historic LAX Airport 
Los Angeles, CA 
By: Francisco Aragon, PE 
 

On Friday, September 23rd, 2011, LA YMF had a second instalment of the now 
popular, “Explore your City Series.” This time, members were part of a truly 
unique experience as they came within mere feet from airplanes actively landing 
and taking-off and got to sit on a private historical jet.  

Approximately twenty members came together to explore the Los Angeles 
International Airport, LAX; we began our tour on a guided bus ride through the 
runways inside the airport. The entertaining and knowledgeable tour guide, Bob 
Werner from LAX Airport Operations, provided the group with an overview of the 
LAX Development Program and exposed the group to the construction projects 
that are currently underway. 

The group got to see various stages of construction at the Tom Bradley Terminal 
& Gates Project; the project is set to add 1-million square feet to the existing 
terminal. As the bus guided through the runways, the group got to see planes 

being taxied, planes landing overhead and planes taking-off all within mere feet from the bus. Another 
highlight was parking our tour bus right behind the new Airbus A380, and get an up close view of the 
largest passenger airliner in the world with wings almost as long as a football field. 

After the guided tour, as has become customary with the Series, the group had a chance to learn about 
the historical past of this landmark. The staff at the Flight Path Learning Center provided the group with 
a presentation giving an overview of the evolution of LAX. The group got to see how air traveling has 
evolved and how LAX was instrumental in transforming airports to the “Jet Age” for safer and more 
convenient travel. The Learning Center also led the group onto the runway where the group got to go 
on a historical private jet.  

Explore your City has become a regular Series in the LA YMF group. The object of the series is to 
expose the members and the public to historical landmarks around Los Angeles, which in turn will help 
contribute to higher civic involvement in appreciating, maintaining, and preserving them.  
LA YMF thanks the volunteers and members who made this event possible.  
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Explore Your City Series  

The Flight Path Learning 
Center & Museum is a non-
profit, community-based 
organization that seeks to 
honor aviation pioneers, 
recognize the economic 
importance of aviation and 
aerospace to Southern Cali-
fornia, and encourage 
youth to pursue education 
and careers in aviation-
related fields. 

Did you know that 

LAX is the 5th 

busiest airport in 

the world with 

over 58 million 

passengers and 

over 600,000 land-

ings and take-offs 

per year? 



A Volunteer’s Lesson in Humility: 
Project GRAD Personal Statement Workshop 
Pacoima, CA 
By:  Paul Choy, PE 
 

 
Identity is a funny thing.  The concept of “self” 
should, in theory, be one of the easiest things 
for us to define considering the proximity and 
unfiltered access to our own thoughts.  
Unfortunately, for most of us, this pinpointing 
of identity is a riddle that muddles ones’ 
personal history with all future aspirations into 
a moving target like a philosophical 
Heisenberg uncertainty principle.  With age, 
we hope that we can get closer to the answer.  
For teenagers just beginning to explore their 
potential and establish their individuality, 
having their future college careers hinging on 
summarizing this enigma of identity into a 
personal statement of a thousand words or 
less may not only prove to be a daunting 
chore but may seem like some type of twisted 
joke. 
 

 
On Saturday, October 15, 2011, as part of 
their “Annual Walk for Success” at Maclay 
Middle School in Pacoima, Project GRAD 
held a personal statement workshop for high 
school seniors facing the ominous task of 
college entrance applications. LA YMF was 
privileged to be invited to serve as volunteer 
reviewers of the students’ personal 
statements.  After a brief training session, the 
three YMF members along with other 
volunteers had the opportunity to sit down 
with the college applicants on a one-to-one 
basis in hopes of imparting some knowledge 
and guidance from the perspective of 
professionals who have had already gone 
through completing college applications and 
have had some professional writing 
experience. 
 
Although the YMF volunteers were able to help with some minimal guidance in grammar, structure, 
and form, it was the young applicants that taught the volunteers lessons in humility.  The 
overwhelming sentiment was that these young adults had been forced to grow up way too fast while 
facing obstacles that could have easily crushed their spirits.  The humbling fact was that these 
students had refused to accept any sympathy or to allow any of their problems to become excuses or 
permanent impediments.  Instead, their struggles became their strengths; their losses only deepened 
their hunger for wins; and any mistakes their peers may have made became precautionary lessons.  
All of these observations resonated thoroughly in their personal statements.  These students had 
refused to allow their environments to dictate their character and chose instead to progressively 
become forgers of their own identities.  
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YMF Student Outreach Events: K-12 

Be the change 
you want to 
see in the 
world. 

-Ghandi 
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YMF Student Outreach: College 

 

East Los Angeles College Presentation 
Monterey Park, CA 
By: Francisco Aragon, PE 
 
 
On November 30, 2011, LA YMF visited East 
Los Angeles College to speak to the Civil and 
Environmental Engineering Student Organization 
(CEESO.) Mr. Francisco Aragon and Ms. Heren 
Molina provided a presentation to approximately 
15 students about the different career paths in 
civil engineering and about involvement in ASCE 
as a professional tool in their career paths. The 
students also got to see a video of the student 
activities at the Pacific South West Conference. 
The students got answers to a lot of questions 
on steps needed for Professional Registration as well as different types of work 
engineers are involved in. LA YMF is looking forward to continuing to work with 
this organization. 
 
East Los Angeles College is a community college located in Monterey Park, 
adjacent to the East Los Angeles community; students from this area have 
historically been underrepresented in university campuses. 
 
If you would like to get involved in student outreach to help our communities, 
please contact our board.  The students greatly benefit from hearing about your 
professional experience.  

 
“If you want happiness for a 
lifetime—help the next generation.”  
-Chinese Proverb 



Fall 2011 Student Mixer for MLAB Universities 
By:  Kaitlin Hannon 
 

 
On November 18, 2011, MLAB and LA YMF gathered students from 
the five MLAB universities for the first student mixer of the 2011-
2012 academic year. The five MLAB universities include CSULA, 
CSUN, LMU, UCLA, and USC. This student mixer was held at the 
UCLA campus with a turnout of about 25 students and 8 MLAB/LA 
YMF members. 
 
The mixer started off with each MLAB/LA YMF attendee introducing 
themselves, providing their name, alma mater, company, and ASCE 
involvement. Next, LA YMF’s President, Jinny Huang, gave a 
presentation which described LA YMF, and presented recent and 
upcoming events. The second presentation was given by MLAB’s 
President, Marlon Calderon. Marlon explained the structure of 
ASCE and discussed the current leaders of ASCE on the national, 
regional, and local levels. 
 
 
 
 

The last but definitely not the least item on the agenda was for each university to give a presentation. 
Each chapter provided membership statistics, previous year’s accomplishments, goals for the coming 
year, and questions/concerns. This exercise allowed all of the universities to compare ideas, success 
stories, events, questions, and more. 
 
This event helped to open the 
flow of communication between 
MLAB, LA YMF, and the five 
universities. We look forward to 
assisting the students as much as 
possible throughout the year, 
participating in their events, and 
showing them all MLAB/LA YMF 
has to offer! 
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YMF Student Outreach: Guidance with Family 

Let’s Make a Difference 
Carson, CA 
By: Heren Molina  
 
Los Angeles YMF was invited to participate in the nation’s 3rd annual largest Learning Fair (La Feria Para Aprender) for the 
Hispanic community in Los Angeles and surrounding areas. Over 30,000 parents and students were expected to attend this 
all day event. LA YMF was one of many organizations who were there to promote the importance of higher education and 
help parents navigate their children successfully through the U.S. educational system. The fair was sponsored by the LA 
Chamber of Commerce and the Univision Spanish TV Network .  It was held on the campus of Cal State University, 
Dominguez Hills on October 22, 2012.  
 
One of LA YMF’s major efforts has been the promotion of the civil engineering profession through our community and student 
outreach. We strongly believe in educating students at an early age as well as their parents so that we can look forward to a 
better future for our profession. Being part of this fair was a privilege as we were able to educate hundreds of parents and 
students of all age groups. Over 10 YMF volunteers from the Los Angeles and San Bernardino/Riverside areas came out to 
support this great cause and to represent our great profession. Guiding parents, answering questions, providing advice, and 
even leading a Lego building tower exercise were some of the ways we spent this busy and fun-filled day. A big THANKS to 
our volunteers for helping us make a difference.  
 
If you are interested in joining us during our next K-12 or community outreach event, please visit us at www.mlab-ymf.org for a 
list of our upcoming events or sign up to our mailing list to receive our weekly announcements. YMF is always looking for vol-
unteers who are ready to make a difference.  



Join Our Email Lists! 
 

Keep up to date with all the latest YMF events and important announcements. 
To join our e-mail lists please contact:  

 
Kimberly Gee for OC at Kimberly.Gee@aecom.com,  

 
Francisco Aragon for LA at faragon@hntb.com, 

 
Komy Ghods for SB/RC at krghods@rcflood.org,  

 
Taylor Abernathy for SSJ at tabernathy@bakersfieldcity.us,  

 
AND Ryan Gallagher for SB/VC at ryan.gallagher@aecom.com  
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A�en�on: Your Adver�sement Here! 

Job Listings: 
 
Contact your local YMF for rates & promotions. 

  

   

Business Cards: 
 
$20 per Individual Issue 
$60 for Annual Subscription 
(Quarterly Publication - 4 Issues/Year) 
 

Advertisements: 
1/4 Page: $150/Issue 
1/2 Page: $175/Issue 
Full Page: $200/Issue 
 

-Sponsorship forms are available upon request. Please contact the Newsletter Editor at: sanchezoa307@gmail.com  
-Scanned business cards may be e-mailed to the Newsletter Editor at: sanchezoa307@gmail.com 

 

  
Los Angeles Section YMF Newsletter is a quarterly e-publication circulated to over 3,000 professionals. 

Advertise with us! Your support helps fund the many activities and outreach events highlighted 
in this publication. All contributions are tax-deductible to the extent permitted by law. 

 
For more information about YMF, check out our Websites: 

 
 www.mlab-ymf.org 

 
www.ymf-oc.org 

 
www.asce-sbriv.org/Younger_Member_Forum/ymf.html 

 
www.sbvasce-ymf.org 

 
www.asce-ssjb-ymf.com 

 
For extended calendar of events, please visit the ASCE Los Angeles Section website at: 

www.ascelasection.org. 



OC YMF Wine Tasting 11-19-11 
Temecula, CA 
By: Andrew Pham, P.E.  
 
On November 19, 2011, a group of Orange County YMF members took a trip to the wineries in 
Temecula.  The weather was a little cold but that did not stop us from having a great time sampling the 
local wines.  Our first stop was at La Cereza Vineyard where we tried a variety of wines from their 
large collection.  Their large tasting room was perfect to facilitate our large group in comfort.  After 
sampling wines there, we headed over to Maurice Carrie, where we set up lunch for our members to 
enjoy. Following a big meal, it was off to Churon winery.  After that, we sampled wine at Leonesse 
Cellar where we took advantage of their hosted winetasting event.  By that time, most of us were 
exhausted from all the wine we had throughout the day.  Thank you to all of you that attended this 
event.  To those that did not attend this year’s trip, we hope to see you next year!   
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YMF Social Ac�vi�es 

Hangar 18 Indoor Rock 
Climbing 
Hawthorne, CA 
By: Joline Muñoz 
 
LA YMF hosted a fun and exciting climbing social 
at Hangar 18 in Hawthorne on November 12, 
2011.  About ten members participated in the 
event and got a good workout by braving the 
heights of the indoor climbing gym.  Everyone had 
the chance to try climbing routes more difficult than 
the beginner routes.  Snacks and refreshments 
were provided during rest/down times.  It was a 
very good time!  Everyone left energized and a 
little bit stronger than before. 
Tetra  
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Network With Professionals Near You 

Holiday Network and Toy Drive Event  
Los Angeles, CA 
By: Emi Fujii  
 
The LA YMF wrapped up 2011 by hosting a successful fun-filled holiday 
networking reception and toy drive at The Edison in downtown Los 
Angeles on Thursday, December 1st. Over 40 attendees participated in the event which boasted interactive games, 
giveaways, delicious appetizers, sophisticated drinks, and good company.  Everyone dressed to impress and were in 
great holiday spirits. The evening kicked off with a signature scavenger hunt where people had to find individuals to 
sign-off on descriptions that held true to them. For example, if you had ever “re-gifted a Christmas gift,” then you 
would be able to sign-off on that item with the person you met.  
 
The winner won a prize and the scavenger hunt was followed by a raffle giveaway which included t-shirts, calendars, 
and other goodies. A selection of appetizers was provided for people to taste and enjoy as they sipped on The 
Edison’s signature drinks. Attendees were also encouraged to participate in The Edison’s toy drive by bringing in a 
toy valuing $10 or more in exchange for a free drink voucher. The Edison was very grateful for everyone’s notable 
and generous contribution toward their cause. There was lots of laughter and conversations heard throughout the 
night. Thanks to everyone who came out and made the event a success; and for those of you who weren’t able to 
make it, there is always next year!  



ASCE LOS ANGELES SECTION YMFs NEWSLETTER - FALL 2011        Page 16 

Network With Professionals Near You 

ASCE OC YMF General Meeting and 
Happy Hour 
Tustin, CA 

By: Thomas Root, EIT & Ravi Shah, PE 
 
ASCE OC YMF hosted a General Meeting on November 9th at 
Taco Rosa located in Tustin where the food provided was plentiful. 
There was a great turnout at the event of approximately 20 people, 
with both returning faces and new ones to encourage further 
involvement in the OC YMF organization. ASCE OC YMF 
members met the new attendees with open hands and were able 
to network and have casual conversations amongst the new 
attendees. OC YMF members’ benevolent personalities allowed 
them to share their YMF experience with everyone and how it has 
helped expand their network in the engineering community. The 
engineering attendees came from various backgrounds of civil 
engineering and discussed topics ranging from sports to upcoming 
projects in civil engineering. OC YMF would like to thank everyone 

who came to event and wishes continued attendance at future meetings and events.  Remember, ASCE 
OC YMF will be hosting monthly general meetings. If you would like to sign up for our mailing list, please 
visit www.ymf-oc.org.  

2011 Annual Kickoff  General Meeting 
Oxnard, CA 
By: Matt Janousek, P.E.  

 
On Tuesday, November 15, 2011, The Santa Barbara/Ventura YMF 
held their Annual Kickoff General Meeting at the top of Oxnard’s famed 
Morgan Stanley building. About 35 Younger Members from Ventura 
and Santa Barbara Counties came together for a cocktail social hour 
followed by short speeches by four of Ventura County’s most 
esteemed public officials. 

Following a short welcome and a preview of next year’s upcoming 
events by YMF President Ryan Gallagher, the 2011-2012 incoming 
officers were sworn into their positions. SB/V YMF was then privileged 
to hear from Ventura County’s Director of Public Works – Jeff Pratt, 

Director of Transportation – David Fleisch, Water and 
Sanitation Facilities Manager – Cliff Finley, and 
Director of Engineering Services – Phil Nelson.  The 
four featured guests generally spoke about how they 
have navigated challenges throughout their careers 
and what lessons they learned facing these obstacles. 
SB/V YMF is sincerely grateful for these four 
individuals donating their time to speak with and 
inspire tomorrow’s leaders. 
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Network With Professionals Near You 

Fall 2011 LA YMF BBQ Picnic 
Glendale, CA 

By: George Huang, PE 
 

LA YMF celebrated the final week of the 2010-11 ASCE year by 
venturing out to Griffith Park for a BBQ Picnic.  The event took place 
on Saturday, September 24th, with over 25 members filling up the 
nearby picnic tables throughout the late morning under the 
comfortable, overcast skies. In this casual setting, our members had 
the opportunity to chat and catch up with fellow members, board 
members, new and familiar friends, while dining on delicious catered 
foods and refreshments brought by Heren Molina.  
 
Jinny Huang, LA YMF President-Elect, introduced next year’s YMF 
Board members and upcoming ASCE activities, and the ways for 
members to become more active in YMF. It was followed by the 
excitement of drawing raffle prizes, which included restaurant gift 
cards, iPhone docking speakers, and movie tickets.  
 
The members even created and played a new game which 
combined the activities of kickball and baseball. Using a large 
exercise ball, a fellow teammate rolled the ball to another one of 
their teammates to kick. The kicker would run or stop to any of the 
four bases; the bases formed a diamond like in baseball while the 

ball was in motion. The opposing team had to catch the ball and either tag or force out the kicker at a base 
to prevent him or her from scoring. The competitive spirit was clearly visible on each team as they strived 
to outscore the other in this exciting exhibition game.  
 
The event was a successful and relaxing way of spending a great Saturday afternoon outdoors with friends 
and family. We look forward to bring our members more events as enjoyable as this. 

 
 
\ 
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Upcoming YMF Events (PSBC Pg. 1) 
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Upcoming YMF Events (PSBC Pg. 2) 
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Upcoming YMF Events (PSBC Pg. 3) 
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Upcoming YMF Events (PSBC Pg. 4) 
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Upcoming YMF Events 
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Upcoming YMF Events 

BAPTIST 
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Upcoming YMF Events 

Join SB/V 

YMF and 

all LA 

Section 

YMF 

groups for 

a weekend 

filled with 

snow!  

Check 

availability 

with your 

local club.  

Lodging 

costs vary. 
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YMF Advertisement 
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YMF Advertisement 
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YMF Advertisement 
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Upcoming YMF Events - At a Glance 

Date Event Time Location 

1/13/2012
—
1/14/2012 

2012 Western Regional Younger Member Council   All Day 
Conference 

Hilton Downtown Portland 
Portland, OR 

1/14/2012 Clippers vs. Lakers Basketball Game with LA YMF 7 p.m. Staples Center 
Los Angeles, CA 

1/19/2012 
City of Riverside’s $200M Expansion & Reconstruction of its Regional Water 
Quality Control Plant Technical Tour & Presentation with SB/Riv YMF 
Contact: Helio Takano at hktakano@rcflood.org  

4 p.m.—7 
p.m. 

 

City of Riverside, Regional Water 
Quality Control Plant 
5950 Acorn St Riverside, CA 
 

1/20/2012 
City of Los Angeles First Street Bridge over Los Angeles River Technical 
Tour with LA YMF 
Contact: George Huang at george.huang@lacity.org 

2 p.m. - 3:30 
p.m. 

 

Banning Street & Center Street 
Los Angeles, CA 
 

1/21/2012 Student Roundup/Workshop with LA YMF 
Contact: Kaitlin Hannon at kaith88@hotmail.com  

10 a.m.—
12:30 a.m. TBD 

1/24/2012 Government Affairs Committee  
Contact: Christopher Hudson christopherhudson4@gmail.com  

6 p.m.—8 
p.m.  

LA Department of Water & Power 
Los Angeles, CA 

1/26/2012 LA YMF  Monthly Happy Hour: Bowling 7 p.m. 300 Pasadena 
Pasadena, CA 

1/27/2012
—
1/28/2012 

Mammoth Mountain Ski and Snowboard Trip 
Contact your nearest Club Officer 

All Day 
Event Mammoth Lakes, CA 

1/28/2012 Habitat for Humanity Build Day with LA YMF 
Contact: Paul Choy at paulchoy27@yahoo.com 

12 p.m.– 4 
p.m.  

 

Glendale, CA 
 

1/31/2012 Bay Bridge Presentation with LA YMF 
Contact: Jinny Huang at jinny.c.huang@mwhglobal.com 

5:30 p.m.—
8 p.m. 

Caltrans District 7 
100 S. Main Street 
Los Angeles, CA 

2/11/2012 Habitat for Humanity Build Day II with LA YMF 
Contact: Paul Choy at paulchoy27@yahoo.com 

12 p.m.– 4 
p.m.  

 

Glendale, CA 
 

2/17/2012 

 

OC Branch and MLAB - Popsicle Stick Bridge Competition @ CSULB 
Contact: Andrew Pham at apham@ci.irvine.ca.us 
 

All Day 
Event 

CSULB 
Long Beach, CA 

2/23/2012 LA YMF’s Monthly Happy Hour TBD TBD 

3/1/2012 Tunneling Technical Presentation with LA YMF 
 

TBD TBD 

3/9/2012 
Annual Student Night and Job Fair 
Contact: Heren Molina at heren.molina@ppcco.net or  
Contact: Kaitlin Hannon kaith88@hotmail.com 

4 p.m.—9 
p.m. 

Cicada Restaurant 
617 S. Olive St 
Los Angeles, CA 

3/22/2012 LA YMF’s Monthly Happy Hour TBD TBD 

3/22/2012
—
3/24/2012 

2012 Pacific South West Conference All Day 
Event 

Cal Poly Pomona 
Pomona, CA 

3/31/2012 Paintball Shooting with SB/Riv 
Contact: Helio Takano at hktakano@rcflood.org  TBD TBD 

4/12/2012
—
4/14/2012 

PE/EIT Examinations All Day  TBD 
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Civil Engineering Landmarks/Projects 

YMF Newsletter 
Los Angeles • San Bernardino/Riverside •  

Orange County • Santa Barbara/Ventura • Southern San Joaquin 

2011  
F a l l  

E d i t o r :   
O m a r  A .  S a n c h e z  

These are YMF fans sharing pictures of their work in civil engineering.  What project are you working on?  What are/were some of its 
design and construction challenges? Send it to Omar A. Sanchez at sanchezoa307@gmail.com. 

An area of civil engineering design involves grading to level the 
surfaces for construction of free-from-flooding highways and 
structurally sound buildings.  The following descriptions correspond 
to the three pictures starting to the right and going clockwise. 
 

(1)  As can be seen, a tract for single family homes is being 
developed.  The ridges in the picture show the grading of a cul-de-
sac and lots for the Del Sur Tract in Rancho Bernardo, CA. This is 
Chris Sanchez’s project and his role involved hauling timber near 
the construction site to be used once concrete slab is poured. 
 

(2)  The picture shows pavement resurfacing of the Las Posas 
Road bridge at night to minimize traffic impact of the City of 
Camarillo’s Outlet Mall and Highway 101’s on/off ramps.  
Resurfacing of this Caltrans owned bridge will prolong the life of the 
surface and prevent sinkholes from occurring. 
 

(3)  Maria Miranda poses with a smile next to the construction crew 
as she represented the City. It is cold and the weather condition 
affects the placement of the asphalt which may require some 
paving work to be done after the weather is warmer.   

Picture (1) 

Picture (2) Picture (3) 


