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Everyone is  
welcome! 

On March 2, 2012, ASCE San Bernardino/
Riverside YMF had the honor of speaking to 
Cal Baptist Engineering students and the newly 
established ASCE student chapter at Cal 
Baptist University.  The presentation consisted 
of a 50-minute civil engineering presentation 
followed by a 20-minute presentation on ASCE.   
 
During the 50-minute presentation, speakers 
Mark Swanson, Sarah Watrous, Mai Son, and 
Serge Haddad spoke about various civil 
engineering disciplines, including 
Transportation, Environmental, Water 
Resources and Structural.  The goal of the civil 
engineering presentation was to give the 
undecided civil engineering students a glimpse 
of what civil engineering is all about and the 
impacts civil engineering has on our lives every 
day.   
 
Following the civil engineering presentation, 
Serge Haddad gave a lively presentation on the 
structure and organization of ASCE National, 
San Bernardino/Riverside Branch and YMF in 
addition to the value of ASCE.  At the closing of 
all the presentations, Cal Baptist University 
students were excited and energized about 
continuing to build an even stronger student 
chapter! 

SB/Riv YMF Supercharges  
the New Cal Baptist University ASCE Student Chapter! 

   By: Mai Son, San Bernardino/Riverside YMF 

E d i t o r :   
O m a r  A .  S a n c h e z  

 

Published Quarterly by the ASCE Los Angeles Section Younger Member Forums   

Sarah Watrous speaks about civil engineering disciplines. 

CBU students SB/RIV YMF are  energized and take the time to take a group picture.  

2012 
W i n t e r  

Serge Haddad breaks down the structure  of ASCE to CBU. 



President’s Message 
 
It has been an exciting winter with social events and tours of projects within the Bakersfield area. A 
number of projects are under construction this spring, such as the Westside Parkway Freeway Project, a 
BNSF Railroad grade separation with two underpasses, and many more.  Our Branch recently hosted an 
insightful tour of the railroad grade separation, where our members learned about all of the processes 
involved in constructing such a project. 
 
The goal of the SSJB-YMF Branch is to entertain and keep our members informed by providing 
interesting activities where they can get acquainted with one another and learn more about the industry.  
We plan to take advantage of the great weather to host more tours and events to keep our members 
engaged! 

 
Visit our website at www.asce-ssjb-ymf.com 

 
Brian Nelson, EIT  
2012-2012 ASCE Southern San Joaquin YMF President 
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Southern San Joaquin YMF 

President’s Message 
 
Hello Fellow Young Civil Engineers, 

 

The Santa Barbara/Ventura YMF enjoyed an eventful past few months. Treasurer, Eric Maple, put on a 
successful Professional Development event covering public speaking skills which was attended by over 
20 YMF members and guests. Vice President, Matt Janousek, has arranged for a site visit to the construc-
tion site of a four million gallon pre-stressed concrete tank in Santa Paula. This exciting event, scheduled 
for April 4th, already has over 20 attendees signed up. 

 

Our YMF is looking forward to continuing this year’s success and member enthusiasm with exciting 
events planned for the next several months, including a post-PE exam event in downtown Ventura in April 
and wine tasting in beautiful Santa Barbara in June. Please contact me if you would like more information 
on these events or would like to be included in our email list. 

 
Ryan Gallagher, P.E. 
2012-12 SB/V YMF President 
E-mail: YMFSantaBarbaraVentura@gmail.com 

Santa Barbara and Ventura County  

Board Members  
 
Ryan Gallagher, PE 
President 
AECOM 
 
Adam Hendel, PE 
Past-President 
City of Santa Barbara 
 
Matt Janousek, PE 
Vice President 
Fugro West, Inc. 
 
Peter Silvia, PE 
First Officer 
Penfield & Smith 
 
Eric Maple, PE 
Treasurer 
City of Santa Barbara 
 
Morgan Mazlaw 
Secretary 
Rincon Consultants 
 

Board Members  
 
Brian Nelson, EIT 
President 
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Taylor Abernathy, EIT 
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City of Bakersfield 
 

Alkan Bektur, PE 
Vice President 
Kern County Waste  
Management 
 

Karl Schwartz, PE 
Treasurer 
BSK Associates  
Engineers & Laboratories 
 
Pelin Bektur, PE 
Secretary 
Kern County Roads  
Department 

http://www.asce-ssjb-ymf.com
mailto:YMFSantaBarbaraVentura@gmail.com


President’s Message 
 
LA YMF welcomes the spring season and daylight savings time with another eventful 
quarter of great networking opportunities, professional development, and plenty of outdoor 
fun.  As always, I encourage our members to visit our website weekly to check our 
upcoming events, such as the “Reading to Kids” event on April 14, “University Student 
Outreach Roundup” and “Membership Picnic” on April 24, and Upper Kern River Rafting trip 
on June 1-3.   
 
As the new quarter begins, I would also like to recognize some of the successes LA YMF 
had in our last quarter having organized over 30 events!  The start of the 2012 year 
included an impressive offering of events, such as the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge 
Technical Presentation (which drew a record high attendance of over 170), technical tours 
of the Pasadena City Hall and First Street Bridge, Clippers/Lakers game, K-12 outreach 
events, bowling, the annual YMF Mammoth Trip, Habitat for Humanity House Builds, and 
the start of our Winter P.E. Review Course.   Our first General Meeting and Technical 
Presentation titled “Tunneling for Transit Solutions” engaged over 70 guests with the 
evolution of tunneling technology and LA Metro’s plan for extending the light rail transit 
system and the heavy rail Red/Purple line.  While many of us were busy organizing the 13th 
Annual Student Night Job Fair, many others in LA YMF continued to build a relationship 
with our communities, schools, and bringing awareness of science and engineering career 
opportunities.       
 
LA YMF was excited to welcome over 120 college students, 40 volunteers, and company 
representatives to this year’s Student Night Job Fair (SNJF) held on March 9th at the 
Cicada Restaurant in downtown Los Angeles.  The SNJF provides a platform for students 
to interact with professionals and allows companies and firms to increase their visibility and 
recruit our remarkable pool of talent.  Over $18,000 in scholarships were granted this 
evening to about a dozen students throughout the Los Angeles Section and this year’s 
highly anticipated 2012 YMF Outstanding Chapter of the Year went to Cal Poly San Luis 
Obispo.  I would like to thank our speakers Marlon Calderon (MLAB President), John 
Hogan (LA Section President), Don Sepulveda (ASCE Centennial Celebration Chair) and 
our company sponsors BA Inc., Hall & Foreman, Inc., Kiewit, MWH, AECOM, Kimley-Horn 
and Associates, Inc., Parsons Brinckerhoff, Metro, CH2MHILL, Ninyo & Moore, KPFF, 
Leighton, as well as our supporters Caltrans, City of Los Angeles Bureau of Engineering, 
and the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works.  Lastly, I would like to thank the 
volunteers and Board members, as many of our events would not be possible without their 
time and passion.   
 
I’m looking forward to another great quarter and hope to see you in the near future.  Come 
join us over some drinks and food during our monthly social hour.   If you’re interested in 
getting involved with our Board, I welcome you to attend our monthly Board meetings 
held every second Tuesday of the month in downtown Los Angeles.    
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jinny Huang, P.E. 
ASCE LA YMF President 

Board Members  
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Hatch Mott MacDonald 
 
Alvin Livingstone, PE 
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Kaitlin Hannon, EIT -  
University Outreach 
Kennedy/Jenks Consultants 
 
Katie Hickey, EIT 
PSBC Coordinator 
AECOM 
 
Laura Rockett 
Community Service Co-Chair 
County of L.A. DPW 
 
Paul Choy, PE 
Community Service Co-Chair 
County of L.A. DPW 
 
Heren Molina  
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PPC Construction 
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Caltrans 
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Los Angeles YMF 

 
Julian Garcia, PE                      Rocio Duran, EIT               Christopher Hudson, PE 
Sports Co-Chair                 Social Co-Chair     Government Affairs Chair 
County of L.A. DPW                               County of L.A. DPW 

Jose Cruz, EIT               Emi Fujii, EIT         Omar A. Sanchez   
Sports Co-Chair                             Social Co-Chair        Scholarship Coordinator/NL Editor 
Hall & Foremen, Inc.  MWH         Onward Engineering 



President’s Message 
 
OC YMF has wrapped up the winter quarter with a lot of successful events to be proud of.  In 
February, OC YMF and LA YMF hosted the Annual Popsicle Stick Bridge Competition for local 
high schools at Cal State Long Beach.  The event had a great turnout and we are very thankful 
for all the volunteers that came out to help! 
 
We are also looking forward to some great events in the next couple of months.  We will be 
starting off with a General Meeting and Student Mixer in April, as well as our first speaker 
program of the year with a presentation on “Finding a Job and Advancing your Career in a 
Tough Economy” on April 17th.  
 
Summer promises to be filled with fun events like our annual beach day, a bike tour, comedy 
night, and a basketball tournament.  We are also looking forward to the Dodgers vs. Angels 
game in June with our fellow SB/R and LA YMF groups.  We will be continuing our monthly 
happy hours, community service, and social outings, so we hope you’ll come join us! 
 
Make sure to join our mailing list to keep up to date with upcoming OC YMF events and we 
hope to see you soon! 
 
Tricia Maruki, P.E. 
2012- 2012 ASCE OC YMF President 

Board Members  
 
Tricia Maruki, PE  
President 
AECOM 
 
Andrew Pham, PE, LEED AP  
Past President 
City of Irvine 
 
Ravi Shah, PE  
Vice President 
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Secretary 
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Karly Ho 
K-12 Outreach Co-chair/ EWB 
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Michelle Ochoa 
Community Outreach Co-Chair 
AECOM 
 
Carla Suryamega  
Community Outreach Co-Chair 
AECOM 
 
Mark Beltran 
P.E. Review Course Chair  
KOA Corporation 
 
Philip Wang, EIT 
Membership Coordinator 
City of Bellflower 
 
Deborah Alvarado 
Activities Co-Chair 
RBF Consulting  
 
Giancarlo Ganddini 
Student Activities Liaison  
Kunzman Associates, Inc.       
 
Josue Vaglienty, PE 
K-12 Outreach Co-Chair 
RBF Consulting  
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Orange County YMF 

 
Jeannette Lindemann  Jessica Ward   Kimberly Gee    
K-12 Outreach Co-Chair  Programs Co-Chair  Programs Co-Chair  
DDB Engineering, Inc.          AECOM    AECOM         
  
Scarlet Ng    Tori Yokoyama, PE  Nick Polichetti 
PSBC Chair     Fundraising Chair    Webmast er 
BAS/Tetra Tech   RBF Consulting   MTS 

 

Sylmar Students Visit CSUN ASCE   

Northridge, CA 
By: Christine Heinrich-Josties  
 
 
On December 2, 2011, a group of students from Sylmar High School came to visit the CSUN 
Engineering Department for two purposes: crushing their bridges and learning more about 
what the department has to offer.  The day started with the students receiving a small 
introduction to what they could experience as an engineering student and then quickly delved 
into an exciting competition to determine which of their six bridges could hold the most load! 
 
Keeping a running tally, the students cheered on their fellow classmates while the six individual 
bridges were put to the test.  Members of the ASCE Steel Bridge team were there to provide 
guidance with modifications to design and to answer any questions.  After lunch, the students 
had a chance to tour the Mechanical Engineering Department to sit in their Formula SAE car!  
 
Overall, both the Sylmar High School students and the CSUN volunteers enjoyed the event.  
ASCE CSUN is looking forward to hosting the Sylmar High School students again in 2012! 



Board Members  
 
Helio Takano, PE 
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Mai Son 
Vice President  
RCFC & WCD 
 
Melissa Barbosa, PE 
Treasurer 
City of Azusa 
 
Melissa Cayir 
Activities Chair 
Transtech Engineers 
 
Komy Ghods, PE 
Recruiting Officer 
RCFC & WCD 
 
Nikki Duran Aubrecht 
Practitioner Advisor Cal Poly 
Pomona 
Spiniello Infrastructure Worldwide 
 
Albert Martinez, PE 
Practitioner Advisor Cal Baptist 
RCFC & WCD 
 
Michael Anderson, PE 
Technical Tour Advisor 
PSOMAS 
 
Eva Mariscal 
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San Bernardino and Riverside County YMF 

President’s Message 
 
This year is passing by fast and we are already half way through!  Our Board has done a 
great job and is still planning a lot of events including a technical tour in April in our local City 
of Riverside, the Happy Hour for the students and younger members taking the exam later 
this month, and more community service events.   
 
There will also be a Golf Tournament to raise funds for our scholarship recipients in May.  If 
you haven’t had a chance to meet any new members, I invite you to come out and meet new 
friends and colleagues. 
 
Helio Takano, P.E. 
2012-2012 SB/Riverside YMF President 

KEEP RIVERSIDE CLEAN 
Riverside, CA 
By: Hector Gonzalez, Jr. 
 
The ASCE San Bernardino/Riverside YMF thanks all its volunteers for making the March 3 rd Community 
Service Event a great success.  ASCE YMF grouped up to volunteer for the “Keep Riverside Clean and 
Beautiful Council Ward 7 Beautification Project.  Our group had a total of 20 volunteers ranging from Cal 
Baptist students, Cal Poly Pomona students, ASCE Branch members, and ASCE YMF members.  Our 
volunteer group was part of over 200 volunteers from the community all working together to beautify the 
City of Riverside.  
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Items collected varied from debris, rubbish, and an old Christmas tree found within the parkway on a one 
mile stretch of roadway along La Sierra Avenue from Gramercy Place to Cypress Avenue. 



 
On March 27th, 16 volunteers gathered at Clover 
Elementary School in Los Angeles to teach 3rd graders 
about the history of Los Angeles and how civil engineers 
helped to build it.  Student teams were given large plot 
plans of an existing neighborhood, assigned roles such as 
structural or transportation engineer, and asked to 
redevelop the area using toothpick and gum drop structures.  
The lesson incorporated elementary concepts of city 
planning, an understanding of how different civil engineering 
disciplines work together, and what types of infrastructure is 
needed to support a city.  Over 100 students were in 
attendance and everyone had a fun time.  The kids were as 
proud of their creations as they were of their professional 
engineering titles!  The K-12 Outreach Program plans to 
visit Clover Elementary School two more times this year as 
part of our Curious George-Let's Builds Learning Series.  To 
find out more about how you can volunteer, contact 
jane.tran@hatchmott.com. 
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YMF Student Outreach: K-12 

 
  Co mp l ime n ta ry  su b -

s c r ip t i on  t o  C i v i l  
E n g i n ee r i n g  m ag a -
z i ne  a nd  AS CE  Ne ws  

 
 Access to ASCE’s 

Online Research Library 
 
 Access to The Civil En-

gineering Database 
 
 Professional Books 

available at a significant 
member discount 

ASCE Membership Information; Join Today! 

 
National Membership Rates (Please verify rates and grades at http://www.asce.org/membership). 
 
Student: Free     Member: $210 annually 
Associate Member: $50 year of baccalaureate Affiliate Member: $210 annually 
degree and first year after, then incremental   Fellow: $245 annually 
increase to $210 over five years   Section (Branch) Dues: $45/year 
 
 National ASCE Student Membership is FREE! Contact your Student Chapter leaders or Faculty 
        Advisor for additional information. 
 
 For membership information, go to http://www.ascemlab.org/membership/. 
 

Membership has its Privileges 

Los Angeles and the Gumdrop City 
Pasadena, CA 
By:  Jane Tran 

mailto:jane.tran@hatchmott.com


18th Annual Popsicle Stick Bridge Competition 
Long Beach State University  
By:  Scarlet Ng 
 

 
The American Society of Civil Engineers Orange County Younger Member Forum 
(ASCE-OC-YMF) in conjunction with the Los Angeles YMF hosted the 18TH Annual 
Popsicle Stick Bridge Competition (PSBC) on Friday, February 17, 2012 at 
California State University, Long Beach (CSULB).  There were approximately 35 
high schools and 140 students from the Southern California area that participated in 
this year’s competition.  The students and their advisors were welcomed on the day 
of the event by this year’s special guest, Jennifer Epp, ASCE Region 9 Director. 
 
The PSBC is a part of our on-going efforts to promote engineering and science 
education to kindergarten through 12th grade students.   Students competed for 
recognition and a $1,000 scholarship was rewarded to the winning team.  The 
winner of this year’s competition is the team “Weight Watchers” from Garden Grove 
High School.  Their bridge was able to sustain 1,125 pounds before failing. 
 
The bridge building competition included categories such as strength, aesthetics, 
compliance, technical paper, oral presentation, and impromptu event.  The 
competition encourages students to practice their skills in teamwork, analytical 
thinking, writing, and presentation techniques while accentuating math and science 
skills.  A panel of judges from the local civil engineering community rated the high 
school teams in the various categories throughout the day and determined the 
winners.   
 
In addition to the competition, students were able to go on guided tours, led by 
members of ASCE CSULB Student Chapter.  The PSBC helped kick off the 
National Engineers Week, which was on February 19th through the 25th. 
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YMF Student Outreach: High School—PSBC! 

Thanks to all volunteers, Cal State University, Long Beach, participants, 
and special thanks to all the sponsors! 
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YMF Student Outreach: High School  

 

Sylmar Students Visit CSUN ASCE   

Northridge, CA 
By: Christine Heinrich-Josties  
 
 
On December 2, 2011, a group of students from Sylmar High School came to 
visit the CSUN Engineering Department for two purposes: crushing their 
bridges and learning more about what the department has to offer.  The day 
started with the students receiving a small introduction to what they could 
experience as an engineering student and then quickly delved into an exciting 
competition to determine which of their six bridges could hold the most load! 
 
Keeping a running tally, the students cheered on their fellow classmates while 
the six individual bridges were put to the test.  Members of the ASCE Steel 
Bridge team were there to provide guidance with modifications to design and 
to answer any questions.  After lunch, the students had a chance to tour the 
Mechanical Engineering Department to sit in their Formula SAE car!  
 

Overall, both the Sylmar High School students and the CSUN volunteers enjoyed the event.  ASCE 
CSUN is looking forward to hosting the Sylmar High School students again in 2012! 

Observing a Century of Leadership... 
 
Be a part of the celebration as ASCE 
Los Angeles Section completes 100 
years of Civil Engineering Excellence!   
 
Contact your local YMF President for 
details as this will be a big year filled 
with many events. 



10th Annual Cash for College and Career Conventions 
Los Angeles, CA 
By:  Alvin Livingstone 
 

 
ASCE LA YMF was pleased to be a part of 
Los Angeles’s 10th Annual “Cash for College 
and Career Convention” which was held on 
December 7, 2011 at the Los Angeles 
Convention Center.  Jane Tran and Alvin 
Livingstone hosted a booth at the 
convention, and provided several students 
from elementary through high school with 
some additional insights into the world of civil 
engineering. 
 
 
Activities including several competitions to 
build the tallest structures with juju beans 
and toothpicks were held.  The students 
enjoyed this activity, but enjoyed the candy 
even more. 
 

 
ASCE LA-YMF’s Alvin Livingstone also facilitated a career panel symposium with a group of high 
school students along with other Science Technology Engineering, and Math (STEM) related 
professionals.  This symposium was orchestrated by the Greater LA Chamber of Commerce, and was 
designed to expose students to pursue one of many STEM related majors at the college level. 
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YMF Student Outreach Events: Students and Families 

From Discover Engi-
neering Family Day, to 
local and regional Fu-
ture City competitions, 
to proclamations, en-
gineering exhibits and 
classroom visits, 
ASCE members took 
to the road in 2012 
building public aware-
ness and reaching out 
to kids in grades preK-
12. 
Take a look at Engi-
neers Week, a week-
long event that drives 
the energy for year-
round educational out-
reach! 

-www.asce.org/
outreach 

http://www.asce.org/outreach
http://www.asce.org/outreach
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YMF Community Outreach: Habitat for Humanity 

LA YMF in the (Partially Built) House: 
Construction Volunteering with San 
Gabriel Valley Habitat for Humanity 

Glendale, CA 

By: Paul Choy, PE  
 
On two Saturdays (January 28th and February 11th) this past Winter, two 
groups of ten LA YMF volunteers had the privilege of helping out the San 
Gabriel Valley Habitat for Humanity (SGVHFH) with their Geneva Build of 
five homes in the City of Glendale.  Initially, the LA YMF was planning 
only one shift to help out, but due to the overwhelming response from its 
membership, a second shift was coordinated that also immediately filled 
up. 
 

The SGVHFH “seeks to make decent shelter a matter of conscience and 
action while eliminating poverty housing and homelessness from the San Gabriel Valley.”  Houses are not simply given away to the 
families.  The families go through an application and screening program and are chosen based on their need, ability to pay, and 
willingness to partner.  The family partner homeowners must put in “sweat equity” hours where they work alongside volunteers 
during construction and also get educated on the process and responsibility of owning a home.  In the end, the homeowners sti ll 
purchase the house, but the price is made affordable thanks to the volunteers and donations through SGVHFH. 
 

The LA YMF was able to participate in SGVHFH’s efforts by 
securing two coveted Saturday construction shifts for its volunteers.  
This process was not only easy but organized thanks to the 
exceptionally helpful coordination efforts by the SGVHFH.  After 
attending orientation/training, the volunteers spent Saturday 
afternoons screwing in and patching drywall, constructing trash 
enclosures, and installing insulation.  With a little bit of sweat and a 
lot of enthusiasm, these office engineer volunteers got hands-on 
experience with the construction side of structures while helping a 
few families achieve their dreams. 
 

Hopefully, this is by no means the end to ASCE LA YMF’s 
partnership with SGVHFH.  Besides the potential of creating a 
fifteen letter mega-acronym, the LA YMF hopes to schedule future 
volunteering shifts as well as explore possible donation or 
fundraising efforts.  In the meantime, if you would like to individually 
donate, volunteer, or get more information about the SGVHFH, 
please visit www.sgvhabitat.org or contact 
volunteernow@sgvhabitat.org.  

http://www.sgvhabitat.org/
mailto:volunteernow@sgvhabitat.org


2012 ASCE Sacramento Fly-In 
Sacramento, CA 
By: Phillip Davies 
 

 
On the  February29th, excited to make the most of the extra day of the year, 
representatives from MLAB and LA YMF flew to Sacramento to join approximately 40 
ASCE members, from all across Region 9, for the Annual ASCE Legislative Day at the 
State Capitol Building. 
 
The day began with a briefing from Richard Markuson, the Region 9 lobbyist, followed 
by the unveiling of the 2012 California Infrastructure Report Card. The ASCE members 
then set off in their small groups for a day of meetings with state legislators to discuss 
the condition of infrastructure in California, what we can do to improve the situation, 
and to discuss any infrastructure related bills the legislators may be involved in. 
 
The event is a fantastic experience for anyone who is interested in politics and is a 
great opportunity to engage in face to face dialogue with your local policy makers 
whilst helping to raise the profile of the ASCE! 
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YMF Engineers and Politics  

Bringing Back Broadway Initiative and the 
Downtown LA Streetcar Luncheon Presentation 

Downtown Los Angeles, CA 
By: Phillip Davies 
 

 
On March 19th, a number of YMF members attended the “Bringing Back Broadway 
Initiative” and the “Downtown L.A. Streetcar” luncheon presentation hosted by MLAB at 
the L.A. Athletics Club. The presentation was delivered by LA Councilmember José 
Huizar along with Jessica McLean, Executive 
Director for Bringing Back Broadway, and 
Paul Habibi, Project Coordinator for L.A. 
Streetcar, Inc.  

The presentation included a brief history of, 
along with future plans to reinstate, the L.A. 
Streetcar, an outline of the ten year plan to 
revitalize the historic Broadway District, and 
how these two projects will help re-energize 
this area of downtown L.A. by generating 
more than $1 billion in new development. 

Check the MLAB and YMF calendars for 
upcoming presentations! Photo Source: josehuizarblog.blogspot.com 



Hageman & Santa Fe Grade Separation Tour 
Rosedale, CA 
By: Brian Nelson, EIT 
 

On Thursday, March 15th, Southern San Joaquin Valley Branch YMF extended an invitation to the 
Hageman and Santa Fe Grade Separation Tour.  The grade separation project replaces an existing at-
grade crossing at Hageman Road and the BNSF Railway with underpasses at Hageman Road and 
Allen Road.  The project includes construction of four to six through lanes, turn lanes, raised concrete 
medians, sidewalks, a connector road, and frontage roads. SSJVB YMF thanks the volunteers and 
members who made this event possible.  
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Technical Tours and Presentations 

Southern San Joaquin Valley Branch YMF provided this event  for free.  All that was required from 
attendants were boots, hard hats, safety vests, and joining in on the free fun! 



Technical Presentations at Large  
Downtown Los Angeles, CA 
By: Jinny Huang, PE 
 

The Los Angeles Younger Member Forum (LA YMF) has provided a 
number of great technical presentations and outreach events for their 
members during its first quarter of the 2012 year.  The first biggest event 
was the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge (SFOBB) Project Technical 
Presentation held on a Tuesday evening (January 31) at the Caltrans 
District 7 office conference room in Downtown Los Angeles, and jointly 
hosted with Metropolitan Los Angeles Branch (MLAB).  Thanks to funding 
from both LA YMF and MLAB, this event was free of charge for over 170 
attendees from students to company leaders.  Guests enjoyed a dinner 
and were educated on the self-anchored suspension bridge segment of 
the SFOBB and updated with the project status as it strives towards a 
bridge opening of 2013.   
 
Speakers Dr. Brian Maroney (Caltrans) and Karen Wang (HNTB) 
presented on the uniqueness of the SFOBB with the design elements, 
complex nature of the construction, and steel fabrication involved.  They 
discussed how quality is driven as a main element throughout the entire 
steel fabrication and erection process.  Leonard Cross (Smith-Emery 
Company) showed the audience technology currently used on the bridge 
during weld inspection.  This event produced the highest turnout of all 
ASCE events in the last several years thanks to early advertisements (at 
least 6 weeks in advance) and advertisements through the YMF website, 
weekly announcements, and announcements through MLAB and 
neighboring YMF groups.  LA YMF had also begun distributing 
announcements filled with upcoming events such as the next general 
meeting, technical tour, K-12 outreach, P.E. review courses, or 
community service events.  These one-third page fliers have served as 
great advertising tools to keep our members and potential members 
informed of events they may like to participate.  Each event includes the 
event name, date, time, and contact person.  It has also become LA YMF 
tradition to remind our guests to “like” us on our Facebook page, view our 
pictures on Picasa, and join our weekly email announcements.  
 
Continuing on the success of the SFOBB technical presentation was the 
LA YMF Tunnels for Transit Solutions Technical Presentation and General 
Meeting on a Thursday evening (March 1, 2012).  This event was held at 
Maria’s Italian Kitchen Restaurant in Downtown Los Angeles for a low 
cost of $15 for ASCE members and $20 for non-members for dinner and 
event activities.  Guest speaker, Bill Hansmire (Senior Vice President of 
Parsons Brinckerhoff’s Geotechnical and Tunneling Technical Excellence 
Center), gave an engaging presentation on the LA Metro’s plan for 
extending the light rail transit system (The Regional Connector Transit 
Corridor Project) and the heavy rail Red/Purple Line (Westside 
Extension).  Mr. Hansmire presented the general plan for these tunnels 
and illustrated how the evolution of tunneling technology, from the time of 
the first Red Line tunnel construction to today, makes new tunnel projects 
possible.  He also presented the status of other California transit tunnel 
construction and plans for constructing the largest soft-ground TBM-
excavated tunnel in the world.  This event was maxed out at 74 persons, 

all of who had a delighted time learning of the City’s underground transportation plans over dinner.  A 
raffle drawing was also held towards the end of the event which included prizes such as t-shirts from 
past LA YMF events and $10 gift cards from shops, gas stations, and restaurants.  
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Technical Tours and Presentations 



Exploring Pasadena City Hall 
Pasadena, CA 
By: Francisco Aragon, PE 
 

On Friday, January 6th, 2012, LA YMF had a third instalment of the 
now popular, “Explore your City Series,” where about ten of our 
members came together to explore the historic Pasadena City Hall 
building. Opened in May 1927, and seismically retrofitted in 2007, 
the Pasadena City Hall was a great place for civil engineers to learn 
about historical preservation challenges, old construction methods, 
as well as learn about the modern seismic retrofit case. 
 
Pasadena City Hall is a great example of the “City Beautiful 
Movement” of the 1920s. The City Beautiful Movement focused on 
creating great civic projects. The idea was that if you built a 
grandeur city, the population would in turn have a higher moral, 
civic virtue, and live more fulfilled lives. It’s not known whether this 
worked or not but what is certain is that this small agricultural town 
has grown to be a big and successful city. It’s once “too-big” City 
Hall seems perfectly sized for it. 
 
Ann Erdman, Pasadena’s Public Information Officer, led us on a 
walking tour exploring this architecturally stunning landmark. We 
got to learn more about the history of Crown City, so named by the 
indigenous populations that once inhabited the land. We also 
learned about the old construction methods used, such as hiring 
actual sculptors on the projects, drawing plans on linen, and many 
others. 
 
Next, Mark Dubinsky, who helped managed the construction, talked 
to us about the Seismic Retrofit of the building that took place in 
2007. We peeked under the building to see the friction pendulum 
isolators and the moat around the building. He also talked to us 
about some construction challenges they faced, such as having to 
create ADA compliant access on top of the moat, or having to work 
around the historical building with heavy equipment and all the 
things they had to protect for historic preservation. At the time of 
the construction work, LA YMF had a tour to see the work taking 
place. It was great to see it completed and working well.   
  

“Explore your City” has become a regular Series in the LA YMF 
group. The object of the series is to expose our members and the 
public to historical landmarks around Los Angeles. LA YMF thanks 
the volunteers and members who made this event possible. If you 
have any ideas for future walks, please contact us or join us on our 
next tour. 
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Explore Your City Series  



2012 LA YMF Job Fair & Student Night 
Los Angeles, CA   
By:  Heren Molina 
 

 
Every year, the Los Angeles Younger Member Forum 
(LA YMF) hosts what has become a tradition in our 
group and our ASCE LA Section: Our Annual Student 
Night & Job Fair (SNJF). This year marked 13 years of 
support to our civil engineering students through this 
event. Our SNJF is the one night of the year where we 
bring company representatives, LA Section, Branch, 
YMF leaders and civil engineering students all under 
one roof to recognize the great efforts of our future 
engineers. 
 

Our SNJF serves as a platform for students to interact with professionals, and for companies 
to highlight their strengths and projects, increase their visibility, and promote their many 
outreach efforts. This year, the event took place Friday, March 9, 2012 at the Cicada 
Restaurant in downtown LA. The beautiful and elegant venue opened its doors to what we 
can proudly say was a successful event. With 13 companies participating and more than 
130 students from 11 universities in the Los Angeles and surrounding area in attendance, 
the night began with students lining up to network with industry representatives during the 
job fair. It later continued with our dinner banquet, in which company representatives and 
students had the opportunity to socialize in a less daunting, more personal setting. During 
dinner, we were privileged to have our ASCE LA Section President, John Hogan, P.E., 
MLAB President, Marlon Calderon, P.E. and our ASCE LA Section Centennial Celebration 
Committee Chair, Don Sepulveda, P.E. speak and share some words of wisdom with our 
future generation.  
 
As the night continued, it was finally time to 
recognize the hard work, dedication, and 
achievements of our students. This year, 
$19,000 in scholarships were awarded 
through various scholarships from our LA 
Section, MLAB, and LA YMF. 
Congratulations to all of our 2012 
scholarship recipients and thank you for 
representing our ASCE organization with 
excellence and leadership. 
Article Cont. on Page. 16 
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13th Annual Student Night/Job Fair 

 
Platinum Sponsor: 
 

 
 



Cont. from Page 15 (2012 LA YMF Job Fair & Student Night) 
 
 
What took months of hard work and dedication to prepare and many hours of coordination 
from an amazing committee, concluded with our traditional group photo and more picture-
taking at this year’s newly added photo booth. Our SNJF could not have been possible 
without the help and support of all of our sponsors and ASCE family. Everyone’s support 
for this event allows ASCE to promote engineering amongst professionals and students, 
and continue our outreach activities.  We hope you can join us next year as we continue 
on our tradition.  
 
To view photos and learn more of our event, visit our website www.mlab-ymf.org and be 
sure to like us on Facebook.  
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13th Annual Student Night/Job Fair 

Committee Members &  
Honorable Mentions: 

Jinny Huang, P.E.,  
Francisco Aragon, P.E.,  

Laura Rockett,  
Kaitlin Hannon,  

George Huang, P.E.,  
Omar Sanchez,  

Paul Choy, P.E., 
James Said,  

Marlon Calderon, P.E.,  
Alvin Livingstone, P.E.,  

Julian Garcia, P.E.,  
John Hogan, P.E.,  

Don Sepulveda, P.E.,  
Rocio Duran,  

Julia Moye, P.E., 
Jay Higgins, P.E. 

http://www.mlab-ymf.org
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YMF Recognizes the 2012 Scholarship Winners 

Newsflash on 2012 LA YMF Scholarship Recipients 
Los Angeles, CA 

By: Kaitlin Hannon, EIT 
 
LA YMF Graduate Scholarship: 

The LA YMF Graduate Scholarship goes to a student from one of the five MLAB Universities. The recipient of 
this scholarship must be in good academic standing, very involved in ASCE and show a passion for the Civil 
Engineering field. 
 
This year’s recipient of the LA YMF Graduate Scholarship of $1,000 is Paul Chrysovergis. Paul is a senior at 
UCLA, and plans to start in a graduate program after graduation. Paul has had experience as a research 
assistant at UCLA and has also been a Field and Laboratory Technician/Engineering Assistant at APC 
Geotechnical, Inc. for the past five summers. In addition to his outstanding work experience, Paul has been 
very involved with California Geoprofessional Association (CalGeo) as the UCLA Chapter President in 2011-
2012. He has also been involved with UCLA’s ASCE Chapter as the Project Manager of PSWC’s 
Geotechnical MSE Wall competition and the CalGeo Liaison. 

 

LA YMF Outstanding Student Member: 

The LA YMF Outstanding Student Member is a very prestigious title among the five MLAB Universities. ASCE 
student members are nominated for this award by their peers. This member must show dedication to ASCE 
through achievements, contributions, and leadership. 
 
This year’s LA YMF Outstanding Student Member is the president of CSUN’s ASCE Student Chapter. In the 
past year, he has helped double the underclassman participation, increased fundraising, and has been an 
outstanding leader. This title along with $500 goes to Salvador Ramirez. 

 
LA YMF Outstanding Student Chapter: 
Lastly, the LA YMF Outstanding Student 
Chapter Award goes to a deserving student 
chapter at one of the eleven LA Section 
Universities. To be awarded this title, a chapter 
must have had a number of successful events, 
been recognized with other awards, and have 
many achievements throughout the year. 
 
The 2012 LA YMF Outstanding Student Chapter 
is California Polytechnic State University, San 
Luis Obispo. In 2011, this chapter participated in 
many community service events, qualified for the 
national GeoChallenge Competition for the first 
time, hosted a soccer tournament for 
engineering clubs on campus, developed a 
mentor program for freshmen and sophomore 
students, and toured the new San Francisco-
Oakland Bay Bridge replacement project among 
many other activities. 

 



Join Our Email Lists! 

 
Keep up to date with all the latest YMF events and important announcements. 

To join our e-mail lists please contact:  
 

Kimberly Gee for OC at Kimberly.Gee@aecom.com,  
 

Francisco Aragon for LA at faragon@hntb.com, 
 

Komy Ghods for SB/RC at krghods@rcflood.org,  
 

Taylor Abernathy for SSJ at tabernathy@bakersfieldcity.us,  
 

AND Ryan Gallagher for SB/VC at ryan.gallagher@aecom.com  
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Attention: Your Advertisement Here! 

Job Listings: 
 
Contact your local YMF for rates & promotions. 

  

   

Business Cards: 
 
$20 per Individual Issue 
$60 for Annual Subscription 
(Quarterly Publication - 4 Issues/Year) 
 

Advertisements: 
1/4 Page: $150/Issue 
1/2 Page: $175/Issue 
Full Page: $200/Issue 
 

-Sponsorship forms are available upon request. Please contact the Newsletter Editor at: sanchezoa307@gmail.com  
-Scanned business cards may be e-mailed to the Newsletter Editor at: sanchezoa307@gmail.com 

 

  
Los Angeles Section YMF Newsletter is a quarterly e-publication circulated to over 3,000 professionals. 

Advertise with us! Your support helps fund the many activities and outreach events highlighted 
in this publication. All contributions are tax-deductible to the extent permitted by law. 

 
For more information about YMF, check out our Websites:  

 
 www.mlab-ymf.org 

 
www.ymf-oc.org 

 
www.asce-sbriv.org/Younger_Member_Forum/ymf.html 

 
www.sbvasce-ymf.org 

 
www.asce-ssjb-ymf.com 

 
For extended calendar of events, please visit the ASCE Los Angeles Section website at: 

www.ascelasection.org. 

mailto:Kimberly.Gee@aecom.com
mailto:faragon@hntb.com
mailto:krghods@rcflood.org
mailto:tabernathy@bakersfieldcity.us
mailto:ryan.gallagher@aecom.com
mailto:sanchezoa307@gmail.com
mailto:sanchezoa307@gmail.com
www.mlab-ymf.org
http://www.mlab-ymf.org
www.mlab-ymf.org
http://www.mlab-ymf.org
http://www.ymf-oc.org
http://www.asce-sbriv.org/Younger_Member_Forum/ymf.html
http://www.sbvasce-ymf.org
http://www.asce-ssjb-ymf.com
http://www.ascelasection.org


Rusty’s Pizza Gathering 
Bakersfield, CA 

By: Taylor Abernathy, EIT  
 
On February 10, 2012, a group of 
Southern San Joaquin Valley Branch YMF 
members enjoyed free pizza and 
beverages at Rusty’s Pizza.   Thank you to 
all of you that attended this event.  To 
those that did not attend this social event, 
we hope to see you at the next one!  Visit 
our web page for future events. 
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YMF Networking & Social Events 

General Meeting at 
Quinn’s Old Town Grill  
Tustin, CA  

By: Deb Alvarado, EIT 
 
On Tuesday February 7th, OC YMF hosted a General 
Meeting at Quinn’s Old Town Grill in Tustin.  It was the 
perfect atmosphere to relax after a long day of work.  There 
was a great turnout; around 20 members and friends came 
out to join in on the festivities. The evening was full of great 
conversation amongst fellow engineers, drinks, and 
appetizers.  A quick icebreaker was conducted to learn 
more about each other and it turned out that if we were all 
superheroes, flying would be a high priority for our YMF 
group.    
 
The Activities Committee would like to thank everyone that 
came to this meeting and hopes everyone had a great time.  
Please remember that these General Meetings are open to 
all Civil Engineers and their guests.  We hope to see you 
soon! 

Job Listings: 
 
Contact your local YMF for rates & promotions. 

  

   

Business Cards: 
 
$20 per Individual Issue 
$60 for Annual Subscription 
(Quarterly Publication - 4 Issues/Year) 
 

Advertisements: 
1/4 Page: $150/Issue 
1/2 Page: $175/Issue 
Full Page: $200/Issue 
 

-Sponsorship forms are available upon request. Please contact the Newsletter Editor at: sanchezoa307@gmail.com  
-Scanned business cards may be e-mailed to the Newsletter Editor at: sanchezoa307@gmail.com 

 

  

Source: www.rustyspizza.com Source: www.rustyspizza.com 

http://www.asce-ssjb-ymf.com
http://www.mlab-ymf.org/events/2011_Fall_YMF%20Newsletter_Final.pdf
mailto:sanchezoa307@gmail.com
mailto:sanchezoa307@gmail.com
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YMF Networking & Social Events 

Toastmasters Professional Development Event 
Santa Barbara, CA 

By: Eric Maple, P.E., M. ASCE  
 
Ron Guilbault from the Mission Chapter of Toastmasters 
International gave a well received presentation on speaking 
skills during the lunch hour on Wednesday, February 22nd in 
the City of Santa Barbara.  Hosted by the Santa Barbara/
Ventura YMF, 23 YMF members and guests enjoyed great 
food followed by a presentation and open discussion on the 
importance of speaking skills in the engineering workplace.  
Mr. Guilbault opened with a personal story of how he came to 
realize his previous career was limited by his lack of speaking 
skills, and how communication skills are correlated to upward 
movement in organizations.    

His presentation involved a mix of personal stories and 
specific tips that set the tone for a collaborative discussion.  
Attendees openly discussed their needs for improvement and sought specific guidance on things that we all 
experience, like using crutch-words such as “um’s” and hand placement.  Other topics included keeping Power Point 
presentations brief, how to prepare for impromptu and scheduled speeches, incorporating humor, and understanding 
how much attendees can retain in technical presentations.  With a takeaway of useful tips and some inspiration, the 
event was a success in ensuring the art of communication skills is not lost in the engineering world of details. 

ASCE YMF Mammoth Trip 
Mammoth Lakes, CA 

By: Jose J. Cruz  
 
Sunny California, with a temperature of a warm-moderate 75 degrees. Not the 
weather conditions for snowboarding. Yet this was the average conditions leading to 
the weekend of January 27th. Like many, I assumed we would be spending a 
weekend boarding down man-made snow, limited to a hand full of trails, but days 
prior to the trip, a small storm rolled through the Mammoth Mountains. On the 
weekend of January 27-29th, the Los Angeles Younger Member Forum (LA YMF), 20 
attendees gathered at the Mammoth Estates Cabins for a weekend of 
Snowboarding.   
 
Many of the attendees took advantage of the weekend and the weather to 
snowboard/ski all three days. 
Lodging, as in past years was 
at the Mammoth Estates 

Resorts which is a conveniently 5 minute walk away from the 
Village Gondola. In addition to the LA Section, the San 
Bernardino/Riverside, Orange County, Santa Barbara/
Ventura County, and the San Diego YMF joined in on the fun. 
The conditions were not exceptional but made for a great 
weekend of snow, cozy cabins, and good times. On 
Saturday, all YMFs were invited to attend the Clocktower Pub 
Cellar for appetizers and a chance to interact with one 
another. Saturday night was intended to enjoy the night life at 
local bars and restaurants that Mammoth has to offer. For 
those that attended and wandered around during the chilling 
nights, the temperature dropped to a chilly 19 degrees. 
Overall, those snowboard aficionados enjoyed a great 
weekend of snow. We look forward to next year's YMF 
Mammoth trip. 

http://www.toastmasters.org/
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Upcoming YMF Events (Golf Pg. 1) 
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Upcoming YMF Events (Golf Pg. 2) 
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Upcoming YMF Events (PE/EIT Exam Pg. 1) 



ASCE LOS ANGELES SECTION YMFs NEWSLETTER - WINTER 2012        Page 24 

Upcoming YMF Events (PE/EIT Exam Pg. 2) 
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Upcoming YMF Events 
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Upcoming YMF Events - At a Glance 

Date Event Time Location 

4/12—
4/14/2012 PE/FE Examinations All Day  CA—Good Luck! 

4/14/2012 Reading to Kids! - Magnolia Elementary School 
Contact: Paul Choy at paulchoy27@yahoo.com 

8:45 a.m.—
12 p.m. 

Magnolia Elementary School 
Los Angeles, CA 

4/17/2012 
"Finding a Job and Advancing your Career in a Tough Economy"  
with Kimo Look 
Contact: Kim Gee at Kimberly.gee@aecom.com 

6 p.m. 
HDR Inc., 3230 El Camino Real  
Suite 200,  
Irvine, CA 92602 

4/21/2012 Student Roundup & End of the Year BBQ 
Contact: Kaitlin Hannon at kaith88@hotmail.com 

1 p.m.—4 
p.m. 

 

Park Center, Griffith Park 
Los Angeles, CA 
 

4/21/2012 EWB 4th Annual Fundraising Gala 
Contact: www.ewb-la.org 7 p.m. 

 

Edward Cella Gallery 
Los Angeles, CA 
 

4/24/2012 Curious George Build Catapults 
Contact: Jane Tran at jane.tran@hatchmott.com TBD Clover Avenue Elementary School 

Los Angeles, CA 

4/21-
4/28/2012 

Paint Your Heart Out 
Contact: Michelle Ochoa at michelle.ochoa@aecom.com or  
Deborah Alvarado at dalvarado@rbf.com 

8a.m.—4 
p.m. Placentia, CA 

5/3/2012 Quakes Game 
Contact: Melissa Cayir at melissa.cayir@transtech.org TBD Rancho Cucamonga, CA 

5/4/2012 Technical  Tour 
Contact: Michael Andersen at mailto:mandersen@psomas.com TBD TBD 

5/5/2012 MS Walk 
Contact: Carla Suryamega at Carla.Suryamega@aecom.com 7:30 p.m. UC Irvine 

Irvine, CA 

5/12/2012 Revlon Walk 
Contact: Hector Gonzalez at hgonzalez@ci.azusa.ca.us TBD TBD 

5/18/2012 2012 Golf Tournament & Fundraiser 
Contact: Julianna Gonzalez at juliannagonzalez@rcflood.org 12 p.m. Links at Summerly 

Lake Elsinore, CA 

5/18/2012 Curious George Shakes it UP! 
Contact: Jane Tran at jane.tran@hatchmott.com TBD Clover Avenue Elementary School 

Los Angeles, CA 

6/1-6/3/12 White Water Rafting and Camping with ASCE 
Contact: Rocio Duran at rduran129@hotmail.com All Day Lower Kern River 

Kernville, CA 

6/22/2012 
OC/Riv-SB/LA Dodgers vs. Angels 
Contact: Tricia Maruki at tricia.maruki@aecom.com or Jose Cruz at 
jcruz@hfinc.com 

7 p.m. Angel Stadium 
Anaheim, CA 

6/23/2012 Mud Run (Early Registration Ends 6/23/2012) 
Contact: Jinny Huang at jinny.c.huang@mwhglobal.com 10:30 a.m. Oak Canyon Park in Irvine Laker 

Irvine, CA 

8/3/2012 ASCE OC Golf Tournament 
Contact: Tori Yokoyama tyokoyama@rbf.com 

8 a.m.—1 
p.m. 

Oak Creek Golf Club 
Irvine, CA 

8/4/2012 YMF Joint Meeting 
Contact Your Nearest YMF President TBD Six Flags Magic Mountain  

Valencia, CA 

8/13/2012 California PE Exam Happy Hour 
Contact: Matt Janousek at mailto:mjanousek@fugro.com TBD Santa Barbara, CA 

8/2012 Volleyball Tournament 
Contact: Adam Hendel at adamhendel@me.com    TBD East Beach along Cabrillo Blvd 

Santa Barbara, CA 

TBD Wine Tour in Santa Barbara 
Contact: Matt Janousek at mailto:mjanousek@fugro.com TBD Santa Barbara, CA 

mailto:paulchoy27@yahoo.com
mailto:Kimberly.gee@aecom.com
mailto:kaith88@hotmail.com
http://www.ewb-la.org
mailto:jane.tran@hatchmott.com
mailto:michelle.ochoa@aecom.com
mailto:dalvarado@rbf.com
mailto:melissa.cayir@transtech.org
mailto:mandersen@psomas.com
mailto:Carla.Suryamega@aecom.com
mailto:hgonzalez@ci.azusa.ca.us
mailto:juliannagonzalez@rcflood.org
mailto:jane.tran@hatchmott.com
mailto:rduran129@hotmail.com
mailto:tricia.maruki@aecom.com
mailto:jcruz@hfinc.com
mailto:jinny.c.huang@mwhglobal.com
mailto:tyokoyama@rbf.com
mailto:mjanousek@fugro.com
mailto:adamhendel@me.com
mailto:mjanousek@fugro.com
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Excellence & Recognition 

YMF Newsletter 
Los Angeles • San Bernardino/Riverside •  

Orange County • Santa Barbara/Ventura • Southern San Joaquin 

2012 
W i n t e r  

E d i t o r :   
O m a r  A .  S a n c h e z  

Congratulations to Tricia Maruki, PE in 
earning Outstanding Younger Civil 
Engineer of the Year at the Awards Dinner 
Banquet in Costa Mesa, CA! 

Congrats LA Section Scholars! 
Jeffery Gordon 
(1) Samuel Levy, USC  
Philip Abrams 
(2) Charlotte Insull, UCLA  
(3) Sabrina Rivera, CSULB  
Leo and Pat Hirschfeldt 
(4) Alicia C. Welling, Cal Poly Congratulations to Heren Molina in earning 

2012 Engineers' Week Task Committee 
Recognition at WRYMC in Portland, OR! 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 

Congrats MLAB Scholars! 
Patti Gadomski Memorial 
(5) Jessica Connors, UCLA  
Le Val Lund Memorial 
(6) Roberta Lau, USC  
MLAB 
(7) Rosa Lau, USC  
MLAB 
(8) Eric Sotto, CSUN 
MLAB 
(9) Ryan Vanderlip, UCLA 

(5) (6) (7) (8) (9) 


